
Christmas 2017
Containers

After over two years of not being able to ship a container of needed
supplies to Haiti, two were delivered to the orphanage, one day apart.
How cool was that!
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Louis container

We wish you the peace of Christmas and a blessed New Year! We look forward
to serving in 2018. Thank you to each and every sponsor and donor for making
a difference in the lives of the Haitian children. A special thank you to Harvester
Christian Church for donations that will enable construction of a much needed
water cistern for the compound.

The administrative tasks in St. Louis continue to keep us busy, from scheduling
work teams, publishing newsletters, fundraising, managing mailings and
finances. With AHBZ becoming a foundation in Haiti, comes many new (and not
so exciting) tasks. Haitian labor and payroll laws have added considerable
expenses and complexity. Unfortunately, Haitian government personnel usually
guess at the laws. It’s been interesting to do the research and set them straight!
And, we can’t forget about “interesting” visits to the Haitian courts. Thank you to
our Haitian attorney Jean Olivens Paul for his assistance in all of this!

Carl has been teaching Paul and Kate about the complexities of Haitian law by
letting them perform payroll and accounting tasks. Carole has been working with
them on staff and budget management.

A great advantage of Christmas is the time set aside to reflect on the real
importance of what we do. It is not to serve government rules, nor is it to care

Thank you from Carl and Carole
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Sponsorships

2018 Work Teams

How cool was that!

The first container, shipped from St. Louis, contained food, clothing, a
dental exam chair and much needed other supplies.

The second container, shipped from Johnson City, Tennessee was
filled with Kids Against Hunger food. The food will provide nourishing
meals to children in AHBZ programs and to many other organizations
with which we partner.

A big “Thank you!” to John and Jackie Settle for helping to arrange
receiving of the containers in Haiti and to Gilbert Jules for getting
them released from customs!

Care of our children depends on individual child sponsorships. Recently, several
of our long term (over 20 years) sponsors have retired and can no longer afford to
sponsor a child. We thank them for their faithful support and consider them as
friends.

Please consider one of the following sponsorships:

House of Hope girls - It takes seven sponsors at $30 a month to fully cover the
costs of child care, housing, schooling, medical care, and clothing for each girl.

Reach Out child - Many parents must choose between feeding their children or
sending them to school. A single Reach Out sponsorship of $25 a month provides
tuition for a child to attend school. Currently, 14 are on a waiting list for a sponsor.
We hate for any child to not be able to attend school. For those on the waiting list,
if a parent can contribute anything towards their tuition, the child is still allowed to
attend Patti’s School.

Extend-A-Hand girls – Girls that have aged-out of House of Hope are eligible for
the Extend A Hand program. These girls live with an extended family member and
are provided tuition assistance and receive Kids Against Hunger food, and
hygiene items. Several of the girls no longer have sponsors, or sufficient sponsors
to pay for their schooling.

Teachers - Consider sponsoring one of the Patti’s School teachers. Providing a
monthly gift of $25 will help pay for a teacher’s salary and purchase much needed
supplies. Patti’s School is not in existence to make money. It’s purpose is to
provide a quality education for children who would otherwise spend their days on
the streets.

Contact Carole at cvorst@charter.net if you are interested in a sponsorship.

Eleven work teams are confirmed for 2018.    They cover a wide range 
of service.  

Returning medical groups are a dental team from Johnson City, TN,   
and group of Physicians Assistants from Kings College in Wilkes-
Barre, PA.

Several teams from Harvester Christian Church include the annual 
Wedding Trip, the Soccer Trip, a High School Seniors trip and a 
service trip.

Mike Hubbard will continue his series to pastor training seminars.

After Christmas, Prairie Grove Christian Church will help construct a 
much needed cistern , make many important repairs and host 
Christmas parties.  

importance of what we do. It is not to serve government rules, nor is it to care
for our staff. The real purpose is to care for our children and to raise them to be
adults, teaching the love of Christ through what we do.
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We hope everyone has had a great 2017!

For people over 70½ with an IRA, the IRS

requires that you receive a “minimum

distribution” annually. This can create a tax

burden. Consider a “qualifying charitable

distribution” from an IRA as a special

Christmas gift to AHBZ and to yourself.

Done properly, the distribution is not taxed

as income. Check with a tax professional to

see if this can help you.

Tax benefits of charitable IRA distributions

An update from Paul and Kate

This is what we are all about: The children

Earn money for AHBZ where you shop with

e-scrip is an easy way to earn money for AHBZ where you shop.

In the St. Louis area, Schnucks supermarkets is a participating

merchant. For a list of participating merchants in your area and to

sign-up, go to: www.escrip.com.

Merchants should have e-Scrip cards at their service counters.

When registering, designate AHBZ as your charity.

AHBZ’s ID number is 500007183 and name is “AHBZ – DBA House

of Hope”

Consider a matching donation 

through your employer

Many employers will provide a matching donation for your

contribution. Check with your employer to see if a gift-match

program is available. AHBZ is a 501(c)3 tax exempt organization.

Its federal ID number is: 43-1202008

If you are an Amazon shopper, shop 

through www.smile.amazon.com

Sign up at www.smile.amazon.com . Select “Amer-Haitian Bon

Zami Inc” as your charity. Smile.amazon.com will automatically

remember your selection.

Running and 

Mailing address:

Amer-Haitian Bon Zami

PO Box 45298, St. Louis, MO 63145

Shipping address:

Amer-Haitian Bon Zami

11146 Morrow Drive, St. Ann, MO 63074

(314) 344-4364 •••• E-mail: hoh@ahbz.org •••• Website: http://www.ahbz.org

We spent this last year traveling back and forth to Haiti with Carl and Carole, and
a few times in place of Carl and Carole when their schedules were too full. We
have enjoyed learning more about what goes on "behind the scenes", and how
to do more administrative tasks for AHBZ. We've learned a lot about taxes,
salaries, management, etc. There is so much that goes into the work in Haiti; its
been an honor to be a small part of it.

Our adoption continues to progress! We have hopes, and many prayers, that it
will be completed sometime in 2018. We are anxious for the day that we become
a family. We have already felt like one for several years now, but it will be an
amazing feeling for it to become official in the eyes of the law, as well! We are
grateful for all that ask and pray on our behalf.

We plan to travel to Haiti a lot in 2018! There are a handful of work teams that
we will play a big role in. Kate will continue to assist Carole in managing and
overseeing Patti's School, as well as assist with the Reach Out sponsorship
program. Paul will also continue working with the churches that are under the
umbrella of AHBZ, as well as The Pitch soccer programs. And of course, we will
always make time for checking in and working with the House of Hope girls.
They are so near and dear to our hearts. We love getting to see them, and we
miss them so much when we're away!

We thank you so much for your continued love and support. We hope you have
a wonderful Christmas with your loved ones, and a Happy New Year!

Paul and KatePaul and KatePaul and KatePaul and Kate

Running and 

playing in the front 

yard (above) 

Admiring their 

construction 

project next to the 

soccer field (right)

Chelanda making 

jewelry from trash. 

The older girls have been 
making beautiful necklaces 

and bracelets to earn 
money for themselves.  
Contact hoh@ahbz.org if 
interested in purchasing 
items for Christmas. 


